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he president is ili? Th1s is ang

Lncient question, but it is raised
{hgain as a result of President Eis-!
bnhower’s illness.
il Snap judgment in answering
bhis question would come up with)|
fhe' answer: The vice pre51dent
The constitution provides that the
owers of the presm‘lency “shall
[Bevolve™ on the vice president in
ase of the, ch1ef executive’s death
' e51gnat10n, ‘or “mabﬂity to ‘dis-
charge” the powers and duties of
This office.
But the fact remains that nd
legal bod‘y has ever dec1ded what
constitutes” “inability”” to “handle

cide when a preSLdent is n"such
a ‘sfate.

‘l‘hat is why White House Press
Secretary Jameés C. Hagerty  is
askmg Deputy Attorney General
wi P, Rogers for a “legal
opi"n n on what steps would have
" faken to de _Eggite :some of

N 1sgnhme£s “powers ~Wwhile
he recovers from his illness.

However, under the Eisenhow-
er adminjaitratlon the nation is
moré iortunate’than ‘ould have
been the ¢ase under sufh.g presx—
dents of aget of era. lylr, vJEﬁxsen-
howep has set up a "team 3
Hhim operate the govem
does not hoist alLthe D
| bilities of the office on h1s ownf
| shoulders, Rather, operatmg un-
der the “chain of command” sys-
|tem  with whlch he was so fa-
mlhar in his army career, he lets
lother members of h}s “team”
ihandle mugh of the detaxl work.

But it must,be remembered that
a president cannot delegate“all of
his powers. There are certain
functions which demand his at-
|tention. and his action alone.
| These would include the signing
of - certain =~ official documé&nts
which must bear a president’s

the presidéncy, nor who shall de-!

: 51gnature

Both Vice President Richard M.|
Nixon and Secretary of State J ohni
Foster Dulles have announced that:
government work, both foreign
and domestic -~ functions, would}

[continue - without change during:

the president’s illness. There are,
many dctails which these two!
men, Presidential Assistant Sher-|
man Adams, Defense Secretary:
Charles E. Wilson, Defense Mo~
b111zer Arthur 8. Flemming, Cenh-i
lligence Director Allen W

ulles,l ‘and Presidential Assistant
®arstd Classen are able to han-
dle. But the bold fact still ex1sts
that there are some things a
president must do himself. ‘
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